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Copy of Letter No.RT-11044/1/92-MVL dated 30.9,92 from Ministry
of Surface Transport, Govermment of India, New Delhi addressed’
to Transport Secretaries of All State Governments/Union ferritory
sdministrations. :

L b

Sir,
Sub:~ Registration of articulated vehicles -
clarification regarding. \
I am directed to gay that .1t hoao been brought to the
notice of this Miauistry fhat in the absence of proper clarifica-
tions, some State Transport Departmento are insisting on registra-
tion of articulated vehicles as two separate units, with seperate
registration number for the prime-mover and the semi-trailer.
Similarly both the units of an articuluted vehicles arve being
separately taxed, which has resulted in double taxation in
certain cases. This watter has been examined in this Ministry
keepint in view the amendments. proposcd to section 66(2) of the
Motor Vehicles Act und also the recent notificdtion reclassifying
the types of vehicles in terms of section 41(4) of the Motor
Vehicles Act. The position has emerged as follows:i-

A (i) An articulated vehicle is a combination of primemover
and semi-trailer for movement on road. (Lection 2(2)

(1i) Prime-mover has not been scparately defined and is only
e part of a motor vehicle called articulated vehicle.

(1ii) A semi-trailer is not a trailer. The semi-trailer is
not a motor vehicle. It is not cligible for independent registra-
tion as section 61 makes- no mention about scmi-trailers.

(iv) The Government has decided to allow inter-changeability
of trailers and secmi-trailers by amending section 66,

2. In view of the foregoing it is suggested that

(a) One registration mark as for a transport vehielce should
be assigned to an articulated vehicle comprising of primemover
and a semistrailer hitched into it. Jsny additional or alternate

trailers can be indicated by the applicant in Form 20 and by the
regiptering authoritiecs in Form 23.

(b) No semi-trailer may be assigned scparaste registraotion
mark. 1he particulars of semi-tratler(s) will be mentioned in
Forms 20 and 23.

(c) The tax may be levied on the sum total of the ubladen
weight of the prime-mover and the @VW of the semi-troiler. In

semi-trailers arc¢ also being registered
with the prime-mober, the GVw of the trailer which is the highest
should be accounted for this purpose.
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(d) The articulated vehicle comprisiang of the priwme-move
and - gemi~frailer 1s to be registered under Trangport Regigtra
tidn Mark and Trangport (Goods Carrisgze) Vehiele ns o whole,

(¢) when prime-mover and sewi-trailers of difterent
repgistered articulated vehicle are used under the provisions of
scetion 66(2) (Interchanged and uscd) the vegiotration asark of
the articulated vehicle to which the prime-uiover belongs will bt
cxhibited on the prime«gover, and the regzistratioon wark of the
articulated vehicle to which the sewi-trailer belongs will be
exhibited on the semi-trailer. - '

(f) The age of an articulated vehicle shall bé reckoned
with reference to the date of registration of prime-mover.

Yours faithfully, .
Sd /-
POVIJAT AN
Director (RT)
GOVERNMENT OF KEKALn

43863/M3/92/Pw&l dtd.19.10.92

Communicated to the Transport Commissioner for necessary
action.
Sl ,'i -
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Enot.No.Ul/@QZ!E[TC/?E G1d.20.01,92.

Copy communicnted t¢ all Dy. Transport Commissioners,
all Registering authorities and all audl.Registering duthﬁljtlLb
for compliance and for necessary action.
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For Traunsport Commissioner.
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